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In the last issue of Stile (December 2017) I reported on the Network Rail inquiry into the 
level crossing closures in the Anglian Region, including some on the Bishop’s Stortford to 
London line. 
  There are three separate inquiries chaired by three different Inspectors. One is for 
Cambridge (which has finished). Another for Suffolk is in progress and, at the time of 
writing (early April), due to finish on 4 May. The third, for Essex and Hertfordshire, opened 
on Wednesday 18 October but adjourned on Friday 20 October. This was because Network 
Rail failed to fully carry out its statutory obligations under the Transport and Works Act, 
omitting to send out notices to all landowners affected. There are an additional 12 new 
landowners and eight mortgage companies (26 notices); also 12 existing landowners who 
need additional notices for additional parcels of land. After the notices are served, there is a 
42 day response period.  
  The inquiry will resume on Tuesday, 25 September 2018. The first two weeks of the inquiry 
will be held at the Civic Centre, Chelmsford and then the inquiry will move to other venues 
more relevant to the locations of other crossings.  
  A detailed programme for the resumption has not been published yet but presumably, as 
little of the inquiry was held, it will almost start from scratch and will follow that previously 
published. 
  Week 1 will be opening remarks by the Inspector, and the opening submissions by 
Network Rail. This will be followed by opening submissions by the objectors, which had 
included Essex County Council; Colchester Borough Council; Ramblers; Essex Local Access 
Forum; and National Farmers Union. Whether there are any new objectors who wish to 
speak is not known. 
  Network Rail will then start their detailed ‘Case for the Order’ calling witnesses for 
different aspects of their case (e.g. strategic, safety etc.). Each of the Network Rail witnesses 
will be subject to cross-examination by the objector’s representative.  
  The second day will see the start of the objectors’ case. The Ramblers’ case will be 
represented by their Counsel who will call expert witnesses on behalf of the Ramblers. All 
objectors’ witnesses will be subject to cross-examination by Network Rail. 
  During week 2 the case for the objector’s will continue, and the week will finish on specific 
matters relating to the level crossings local to Chelmsford.  
  Having separate hearings on each level crossing near their location enables better access for 
interested parties, and presumably the opportunity for site visits if necessary. The level 
crossings in our area (Hertfordshire and West Essex in the Stansted area) will be in week 4 
from 16 to 19 October at the Novotel, Stansted Airport. Although the Ramblers’ case for each 
crossing will be led by their Counsel the expert witnesses will be the Footpath Secretary who 
produced the Statement of Case. 
  The final two weeks of the inquiry will return to the Civic Centre, Chelmsford which will 
include summing up by Network Rail, the objectors and the Inquiry Inspector. 
  The Inquiry Inspector will then write a report and submit it to the Secretary of State for 
Transport. Although there is a target timescale of three months for the Secretary of State’s 
decision after receiving a report, there is no target timescale for the writing of the report. In 
such a complex and wide-ranging inquiry covering 50 or so level crossings, it can be 
assumed the Inspector’s report will take some time to complete. As a result it will be well 
into 2019 before we hear the results. 
  
 


